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No Water, No Problem? – Commercial Real Estate Surviving the Drought

March 6, 2008 Lunch Program

103 West

SPEAKER BIOS
Program Moderator

SAM A. WILLIAMS-President, Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce 
Mr. Williams has worked to make Atlanta a model of successful public-private partnerships.  He brought together broad-based and highly visible coalitions of leaders on issues critical to the region such as the arts, water, transportation and quality growth.  Those coalitions, composed of business and civic leaders along with elected officials, have resulted in the creation of permanent and impactful organizations including the Metro Atlanta Arts and Cultural Coalition, Metro North Georgia Water Planning District, Georgia Regional Transportation Authority and the Livable Communities Coalition.

Mr. Williams also has played a crucial role in other public-private partnerships.  Through his leadership, the business community developed a partnership with Gov. Sonny Perdue and Mayor Shirley Franklin to tackle the $3.2 billion sewer improvements for metro Atlanta.  The partnership resulted in $500 million in state support towards the city’s sewer improvements and a referendum that overwhelmingly approved a one-penny sales tax by a 3-1 margin.

Mr. Williams has chaired and served as a board member of the Atlanta Convention & Visitors Bureau, Action Forum, Emory University Board of Visitors, Georgia Tech Board of Advisors and the Corporation for Olympic Development in Atlanta.  Mr. Williams is a Tennessee native and a graduate of Georgia Tech and Harvard Business School.

Panelists
DR. CAROL COUCH-Director of the Environmental Protection Division of the Georgia Department of Natural Resources (EPD)

Dr. Couch is the first woman to lead the EPD in its 35 year history.  As Director, she is responsible for an 850 person agency that implements and enforces 26 state and four federal laws designed to protect, conserve and restore Georgia’s environmental resources.

Dr. Couch chairs the Water Council, a coordinating committee charged with overseeing the development of a comprehensive statewide water plan.  She also serves on the Board of Directors of the Clean Air Campaign and is on the Board of Trustees of the Livable Communities Coalition.

Dr. Couch has her Ph.D. in Ecology from the University of Georgia, as well as Master’s and Bachelor’s degrees from the University of South Carolina and the Georgia Tech, respectively.  She was born in Nuremberg, Germany and settled in Columbus, Georgia upon her father’s retirement from the U.S. Army.
FRANK T. MANN-Senior Director, Cushman & Wakefield

During Mr. Mann’s 25 year commercial real estate career he has served clients in a Strategic Advisory and Consulting capacity as well as a Corporate Client Service Director.  Mr. Mann has worked on complex engagements in capital markets, transaction services, strategic city, regional and portfolio master plans, office consolidations, build-to-suits and efficiency program consulting.  He has represented educational institutions, non-profit organizations; public and private firms and institutional users of office space in 73 cities in North America as well as select international cities.

Mr. Mann earned his Bachelor of Science degree from Northern Illinois University and MBA from Olivet Nazarene University.  He serves on the Board of Directors for the Metropolitan YMCA of Atlanta and the Young Audiences Board of the Woodruff Arts Center.  He is also a member of the Metropolitan Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, the Midtown Alliance, Central Atlanta Progress, the Atlanta Commercial Board of Realtors and Corenet.  
BRUCE KARAS-Director of Sustainability, Environmental & Safety for Coca-Cola North America

Mr. Karas has over 20 years of experience as an EHS professional and has practiced in a wide range of Industrial operations in the US, Canada and China.  He is a Certified Industrial Hygienist in Comprehensive Practice, a Certified Safety Professional and is a Registered Occupational Hygienist in Canada.  He has served in various positions in national and local professional organizations and has presented various papers on topics ranging from ergonomics, health effects of flavorings, water stewardship and sustainability.

Mr. Karas earned his Bachelor of Science, Medical Technology, from Michigan State University and Master of Science, Occupational and Environmental Health, from Wayne State University.  He currently serves on the IBWA Environmental Sustainability Committee and is a Director, Board of Regents, with the National Association of Environmental Management.
